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On Julia’s birthday, Mom and Dad told her to make a wish. She closed her eyes, and blew out the candles on her chocolate cake. There was one extra candle for good luck. 


As she opened her eyes, Julia’s four year old brother Perry walked into the kitchen with a light pink kitten in his arms.


"I wished for her on a shooting star last night!"


"See Julia," Mom said, "your wishes can come true!"


She was so excited. She named me Starlet. 
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Julia took me from Perry, and held me in her arms.


"What are you going to name her Julia?" Perry asked.


"Well...she is as bright as a star," she told him. "How about Starlet?"


"Starlet it is!" Dad said smiling.


Once I got used to my new home, I would play with my friends.
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Three months later, Perry and Julia started school. Everyday, Mom walked them to school. I would wait until they left to play with my friends in the backyard. 


We called ourselves “The Watch Cat Club”.


First came my cute best friend Bella, who lived next door. Her fur was the prettiest light purple any cat had ever seen. Little Trickster lived across the street from me. He was always doing crazy magic tricks for us. Last came the president of the club, Sheriff, who was the oldest of our bunch. The Watch Cat Club would play until Mom came home. That weekend my family had a Labor Day party.


They invited the whole neighborhood.


It was an open-house party and the whole neighborhood was invited. Julia played soccer with all of her friends, while the grown-ups barbequed. 


Perry played with _______.

-his friends

-The Watch Cat Club

-string

-me


While everyone was having fun outside, Perry played with me in his bedroom. Bella tapped on the window to get my attention. I turned, and saw my best friend waiting for me. 


I _______. 

-kept playing with Perry

-ran away from Perry

-went to the window

-ignored Bella


I ran away from Perry. He tried to catch me, but I was too fast for him. I leapt down the stairs, and jumped through the cat door in the kitchen. 


Bella _______.

-was not there

-ate a hot dog 

-was waiting

-was eating


Bella was waiting for me outside. 


"Starlet!" Bella exclaimed. "We are late for the meeting!"


"Oops, I forgot! I was having so much fun playing with Perry," I told her. 


"I'll race you," Bella said with a grin. 


We ran towards the _______.

-grocery store

-baseball 

-alley 

-park


The Watch Cat Club met at the dumpster behind the grocery store. Every Monday our club met to discuss the safety of our neighborhood. 


"You are late," Sheriff said sternly. 


"Go easy on the girls," Trickster told him. 


I tackled Sheriff. Bella joined in, while Trickster laughed.


"Hey!" Sheriff said.


I _______.

-got angry

-held on

-let him go

-was worried


"I am starting to get worried," Sheriff said as I let him go. “We still have not found our 

new Watch Cat. What if something terrible happens and we...” 


"Don't worry Sheriff!" Trickster said, cutting him off. "We will know who our Watch Cat is when their secret powers are revealed."  Ten minutes later, our meeting ended.  Sheriff left first.


Meanwhile, back at the party, Julia’s friend Billy became _______.

-tired

-hungry

-sick

-bored


Julia’s friend Billy became tired from the soccer game. While Billy was drinking water, he spotted the next door neighbor's pool. He was hot, and thought the pool would cool him off. 

       
As Sheriff dashed back to the meeting,  _______ began turning bright blue.

-I

-Bella

-He

-Trickster


He began turning bright blue; our club’s warning sign that there was danger. 


"Sheriff, what is wrong?" Bella said, as she too became bright purple. 


"Julia's friend Billy is in trouble! When I was heading home I saw him fall into the deep end of the pool!" Sheriff shouted. "He is at Bella's house!"

      
I _______.

-wanted candy

-let Sheriff lead the way

-ran towards Bella's house

-went back home


I ran towards Bella’s house. By now my fur was glowing a very bright pink. 


"Bella and Trickster, go to my house and watch our families to make sure they are safe. Sheriff, follow me!"


I arrived _______.

-too late

-in time

-too early

-at Trickster's house


I reached Bella's house in time. I spotted Billy in the pool gasping for air. 


“Did Billy fall in by mistake?” I wondered. 


"Help! Help me!" Billy cried when he saw me. 

       
Using my instinct, my whiskers _______.

-grew

-shrunk

-turned orange

-flashed light


In that moment, I knew I had a special power that only Watch Cats were born with. Suddenly, my whiskers grew two feet long, and I was able to push a floatie towards Billy! He grabbed on, and caught his breath. 


At the party, Billy's parents _______.

-were eating cake

-were looking for him

-were playing tic-tac-toe

-wanted to leave


At my house, Julia and her friends were eating cake and ice cream. Billy's parents 

started to look for him. They asked everyone if they knew where he was. The kids all shook their heads no. Just then, Billy's dad heard a cry for help coming from the next door neighbor’s house. Everyone ran towards the house. 


Sheriff let Starlet know _______.

-people were coming

-they had a lot of time

-Billy was safe

-he was worried


I led Billy to the stairs, and made sure he was safe. As Billy stepped out of the water, Sheriff flashed bright blue letting me know people were coming. 


"We have to go Starlet!" Sheriff said. 


The two of us left, just as everyone from the party rushed over. 


Julia was so happy to see him! Billy's parents gave him a _______. 

-cup of water

-tissue

-hug

-hamburger


Billy’s parents hugged and kissed him.


"Billy, you scared us!" his father said. 


"Never go anywhere by yourself,” Julia told him. “That is dangerous". 


Billy's mom thought she was _______.

-tall

-short

-right

-wrong


"Julia is right," Billy's mom explained. "Even if you want to go in the pool, someone must always be with you."


"I am sorry," Billy said to his parents. 


"Do not let it happen again, and then you will not have to be sorry. Remember, never go anywhere by yourself," his father said. 


The Watch Cat Club's fur turned _______.

-darker

-lighter

-brighter

-softer


Back at my house, Sheriff and I met up with Bella and Trickster. Our fur slowly turned back to the lighter colors now that we knew Billy was safe. 


"Way to go Starlet!" Bella said. 


"From now on, you are our Watch Cat," Sheriff told me. 


"Thank you! I guess I was just doing my job!" I said. 


"A job well done," Trickster said as he gave me a high-tail. 


When the club left to go home, I went to _______.

-find Perry

-eat cat nip

-sleep

-Julia’s bedroom


I ran upstairs to Julia’s bedroom. She placed me in her lap, and saw that I was wet. 

      
Julia wrapped me in a  _______.

-bath

-kiss

-towel 

-treat


"Starlet," Julia said with a big grin. "I love you!"


She wrapped me in a towel, and gave me a kiss. From that day on, Julia and I knew I was not just an ordinary cat. I was...

                  WATCH CAT.

